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America lies in the tropics, while North America lies almost
wholly within the temperate and Arctic zones.    To speak
roughly, North America is a cold country and South America
a hot country, and in recent centuries at least, however it
was with earlier civilisations, extreme heat has been a handi-
cap to progress,    To be sure, the vast plains of Argentina,
the large sea-coast of Chile, and the table-lands of Peru,
Ecuador, Bolivia, Columbia, Venezuela, and Brazil have a
comfortable and equable climate, but the approach to the
plateaus of the north is through steaming, miasmatic lowlands
which have proved a terrible barrier to  civilisation.    The
physical features of South America are on a more gigantic
scale than those of North America.    Its mountains as a rule
are higher, its rivers broader and deeper, its forests more
impenetrable, and all those features have presented obstacles
to man which have daunted and delayed, if they have not
utterly discouraged, him in the conquest of the country.    It
has been said  that " it is as though this Continent were
waiting for a later race of giants who, with scientific and
mechanical skill superior to any yet achieved, shall be able
to subdue this richest of continents, which yet guards her
riches so securely."    As the pressure of population increases
both in the East and in the West there will be an increasing
demand for the occupation of the uninhabited parts of the
globe, and the South American Continent offers many oppor-
tunities for the settlement of large numbers of the surplus
population of other countries.    The attempts at this settle-
ment may  give rise to international  problems of a very
serious nature.

The commercial relations of Japan and South America
are as yet comparatively insignificant, but they are certain
to become more and more important A small amount of
trade is carried on between Japan and Mexico (which com-
mercially and politically, although strictly speaking not geo-
graphically, belongs to the South American Continent), Peru,
and Chile, and some emigration has taken place to these
countries. How far these relations will develop it is of